Sweethearts defy odds
to commit to each other

Disabled couple deals with struggles

BY JO MATHIS

the Ann Arbor News

Back in the '50s, Steve MeNutt and
Candy Adcock were preschool sweet-
hearts at a Detroit school for disabled
children.

They remained close for 10 years,
then went their separate ways.

She married and was later wid-
owed. He went on to earn an engi-
neering degree at the University of
Michigan and remained a bachelor.

Four years ago, a mutual friend
gave Adcock’s phone number to Me-
A 2. They met. And they
decided to make a commitment.

"I loved her" said MeNutt, 59, sit-
ting in his Ann Arbor condominium
recently. “And I was always looking
for somebody. She’s part of my life
and I'm part of her life.”

The couple, who have advanced
stage cerebral palsy and are severely
disabled, exchanged vows last sum-
mer at a wedding and reception at
King of Kings Lutheran Church in
Ann Arbor,

But finances prevented them from
getting a marriage license.

“If we were married legally, our
combined income would disqualify us
from Medicaid,” said McNutt. He and
Adcock. 60. consider themselves mar-
ried. if not legally so.

MeNutt and Adcock are happy to
be together and say they're grateful
to be able to live in a condo by them-
selves, with the aid of assistants sev-
eral hours each day.

“Personal-assistant services allow
people such as Candy and me to live
life to the fullest,” McNutt said.

Their assistants are from Ann Ar-
bor-based Partners in Personal As-
sistance, a program started by people
with disabilities in 1999.

The goal, said co-founder Peg Ball,
is to provide in-home and community-
based personal assistant services so
people with disabilities and the elder-

Thev wi

S22 COUPLE a4

VAR

4

“

RIEDY

ALAN WARREN, THE ANN ARBOR NEWS

Above, Candy
Adcock and Steve
McNuttin a photo
taken June 4.

The couple, who
have advanced
stage cerebral
palsy and are
severely disabled,
exchanged vows
last summer at

a wedding and
reception at

King of Kings
Lutheran Church
in Ann Arbor. At
left, they kissed
after exchanging
vows. But finances
prevented them
from getting a
marriage license.
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